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	Mobilize to Fight Cuts 
to Medicaid  


What is at stake?

· Assistance with living in the community, respite services, help with daily living, and all of the other services available from the state developmental disabilities agency.  (Nationwide state and federal Medicaid together provide 78% of the funding for these services.)
· Health care services such as hospital care, physician services, laboratory and x-ray services, prescription drugs, dental, physical therapy, speech therapy, prosthetic devices and others for eligible people.  
What is a Medicaid “block grant?”
A Medicaid block grant would be a fixed amount of money from the federal government to the states to spend on health care for people who are poor, elderly, or have disabilities.  It would have only general rules and there would be very little oversight about the way it is spent.  We expect that a Medicaid block grant would:

· Radically cut the federal share of Medicaid.

· Cap the amount the federal government spent on Medicaid 

· NOT increase this amount to keep up with health care inflation.  

What might happen to people with intellectual and developmental disabilities if Medicaid is block granted? 
Block grants could force bad choices and cause substantial conflict as groups with diverse needs compete for scarce dollars.  Since the services to people with disabilities and the elderly are significantly more costly than health care coverage for children, states could decide to serve fewer people with disabilities and older people and focus scarce health care dollars on children.  However, there is no way to know what states would do at this point.  We know they would either need to spend much more money or people with disabilities will face real life consequences, such as:

· Losing home and community-based services and supports.  Waiting lists would quickly grow and it could create a crisis for the 730,000 people with I/DD living with aging caregivers. 
· Losing other critical services such as personal care, prescription drugs, and rehabilitative services.  If funds become scarcer, states may decide to stop providing these services altogether.  
· Being forced into unnecessary institutionalization.  We could return to the days when states “warehoused” people with disabilities in institutions to save money.  Federal quality standards would either be diminished or eliminated and states might once again see this as an acceptable policy option.  
· Losing health care coverage.  States could restrict health care services to only the very, very poor.  People with I/DD have less access to employer health insurance (because so many do not work full time) and other health insurance (because there is so much discrimination against people with health conditions).  Without coverage people could see a serious decline in their health and ability to function in the community.  This would lead to more doctor or hospital visits and more costs and hardship for the individual.
· Shifting the costs to Individuals or family members to make up for the federal cuts. States may decide that families should take care of their family members who are elderly, ill, or have disabilities.  States might decide that sons and daughters should care for their parents when they become frail or ill without any public dollars.  Since people on Medicaid are poor to start with, requiring them to pay for their long term services and supports could be an insurmountable barrier.  

· Losing access to their doctors or service providers.  If states slash the amounts they pay to doctors and other providers, many will have to drop out of the program.  Finding a dentist or a specialist, such as a neurologist, is impossible in some communities.
· Losing their entitlement to Medicaid.  Currently if a person meets the eligibility requirements (generally poverty, age and/or disability), he or she is entitled to the services available under the state Medicaid program.
Our Message to Congress:

Do NOT block grant or cap Medicaid

Do NOT slash funding for home and community based services that help people live and work in the community
Do NOT put the health and safety of people with I/DD at risk by Block Granting and radically reducing funding for Medicaid. 
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