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Fostering leaders in the 4 cultural communities  

 

 African American  

 Somali 

 Latino 

 Vietnamese 
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Community 

Liaison 

Community 

Ally 

Civic 

Mobilizer 
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 Better knowledge of I/DD services and policy 

 Better connection to stakeholders 

 Community leadership projects  

 Better skills in self-advocacy 

 Better skills individual advocacy   

 Better skills in community organization   

 Better skills in legislative advocacy  
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 Year long, monthly class 

 Morning session with expert speakers 

 Afternoon session with cultural group facilitators  

 A wide range of topics related to I/DD advocacy 

 Guest speakers : key community leaders and experts 
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 Class#1 – Disability Advocacy Movement 

 Class#2 – Developmental Disability System 

 Class#3 – Introduction to System Advocacy 

 Class#4 – Special Education 

 Class#5 – Self Advocacy & Self-determination 

 Class#6 – Navigating Public Benefits 

 Class#7 – Transition Program and Employment 

 Class#8 – Round Table Special Topics 

 Class#9 – Housing Options 

 Class#10 – Graduation Ceremony and Community Leadership                

Project Plan Presentation 
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Core group 
People with I/DD 

and families 

Latino 

African 
American 

Somali 

Vietnamese 
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 Outreach to diverse communities when “special” funding and 
grants available 

 

 Outreach program stops when funding stops 

 

 Cultural staff lost jobs with the funding loss 

 

 Community lost contacts with Developmental Disability 
services  

 

 DD service agencies lost contacts with cultural communities 

 

 Further distrust toward next “special project” introduced 
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Services  
&  

Resources 
&  

Information 
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Core Issues 
Unmet Needs of 
people with I/DD 

Latino 

African 
American 

Somali 

Vietnamese 
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 Our priority is serving people with I/DD not serving the multicultural families 

 Cultural staff are responsible to serve multicultural families and not me 

 Communities, needing outreach to 

 Needing help 

 Vulnerable 

 Burdening to I/DD public services 

 IF we have more funding 

 Non-English speakers 

 In crisis 

 Not ready for advocacy 

 Resistance to services 

 Illegal immigrants 

 Ineligible for public benefits 

 Non-tax payers 

 Unemployed 

 Poor  

 Consuming public resources and benefits 
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Latino 

African 
American 

Somali 

Vietnamese 

Intellectual and 
developmental 

disabilities 
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The cause that connects us –  

 

caring and advocating for people with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities and their families 
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 “Good life” of a person with I/DD 

 “Good life” for caregivers 

 Person centered thinking 

 Community centered thinking 

 Empowerment 

 Self-determination 

 Strength-focused 

 Person centered approach 

 Inclusive society 

 Disability is natural 
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Mainstream 
Society 

Disability 
Community 
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Latino 

African 
American 

Somali 

Vietnamese 

Intellectual and 
developmental 

disabilities 
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 Community connectors 

 Resilience 

 Informal family support  

 Informal community support 

 Cultural knowledge 

 Cultural access 

 Community organizations 

 Community groups 
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Government 
Agencies 

City of 
Seattle City of 

Bellevue 

King 
County 

Developmental 
Disability 
Administration 

Department of 
Education Organizations 

Schools 

Employment 
Vendors 

Childcare 
providers 

Early 
Intervention 
Providers 

Housing 
providers 
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Board 
members 

Interns and 
Volunteers 

Staff 

Management 
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Agency  

Accountability 

Program 

Accountability 

Individual 

Accountability 
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Equal Access to Information, Services and Resources 
not limited by their skin color, culture, language, new American status..  

 
Community Participatory Problem Solving  

Sharing tools and information with cultural communities to work together 
Raising the baseline for cultural communities to be on the table together 

 Allowing community allies to join the force, seeking community solutions 

 

Advocating for the bigger pie that we need to have for the cause 
rather than being stuck with the fear to share the small pie we have 

Inclusive advocacy, Greater advocacy power 
Recognizing the power of the diverse voices advocating together for the shared cause 
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