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BUDGET AND APPROPRIATIONS

The Arc Virginia’s advocacy efforts secured an additional 
584 waiver slots in the state’s budget bill (HB 1500). 
This includes 494 waivers for individuals on the waiting 
list and 90 for individuals transitioning out the state-
run training centers. While the chapter welcomes 
this increase, it is concerned that the bill provides 
no assistance to more than 80% of the nearly 3,000 
individuals currently on the priority 1 wait list or the over 
8,000 individuals on the Priority 2 and 3 wait lists. The 
Arc Virginia has been sharing this infographic to help 
legislators understand the waiting list in the state’s newly 
redesigned system.

Gary Tonks, Executive Director of The Arc Ohio, testified 
before the Ohio House Finance Subcommittee on 
Health and Human Services regarding the proposed 
Department of Developmental Disabilities Budget, HB 49. 
He commended the legislature for its work in increasing 
access to home and community based services in the past 
and asked that they continue by funding 1300 new waiver 
slots. Additionally, he called for an increase in DSP wages 
to address turnover rates of more than 50% experienced 
by independent providers. Tonks stated: “While our staff 
are dedicated and salt of the earth people, they too must 
keep the lights on in their own homes and feed their own 
families.” The Ohio House of Representatives introduced 
a substitute to Governor John Kasich’s budget that 
includes many harmful changes to services for people 
with disabilities. The chapter is mobilizing its grassroots 
advocates to fight this harmful budget. The chapter is 
also advocating for a provision in the bill that requires 
the Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities to 
adopt new rules regarding waiting list operations, which 
many families consider too complex. The provision 
would require that such rules be rewritten in consultation 
with individuals with developmental disabilities and 
their families, organizations representing people with 
developmental disabilities, provider organizations,  
and the Ohio Association of County Boards of 
Developmental Disabilities.

The Arc Arizona:

 f Executive Director Jon Meyers wrote a letter to 
the editor published in the Arizona Capitol Times 
opposing HCR 2013, which petitions for the creation of 
an Article V constitutional convention for the purpose 
of passing a balanced budget amendment. The 
constitution requires petitions from the legislatures of 
two-thirds (or, 34) of the states in order to create an 
Article V convention. The state legislature’s approval 
makes Arizona the 28th state to petition for an Article 
V Convention. Meyers describes the risk involved in 
creating a convention, given that it is unclear whether 
state legislatures can limit its scope. Additionally, he 
explains that a balanced budget is not always prudent, 
especially during economic downturns. The inability 
to run a deficit during an economic downturn could 
endanger many programs that benefit people with 
disabilities, such as Social Security, Medicare, and 
Medicaid. Meyers proposed solving federal budget 
woes using a “scalpel, rather than an ax.”

 f As Governor Doug Ducey and the Arizona legislature 
finalize the state budget, the chapter is seeking a 
$2 million increase in the Arizona Early Intervention 
Program (AzEIP). AzEIP provides services to infants and 
toddlers with significant developmental delays and 
disabilities. These evidence-based services at an early 
age have positive impacts on children and reduce the 
need for special education services when they reach 
school age. As many as 4,300 families could lose 
services without the increased funding.

The Arc Maryland successfully advocated for the passage 
of SJR2, which rescinds Maryland’s application for a 
Convention to propose amendments to the United States 
Constitution pursuant to Article V.

As a result of The Arc Massachusetts’ advocacy, 
Governor Charlie Baker’s supplemental budget includes 
funding for the “Turning 22” program that address the 
transportation, day/employment, and residential needs 
for adults with I/DD who turn 22 and therefore are no 
longer eligible for services through their school districts. 
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The formula adjustment is necessary because the number 
of graduates has increased from nearly 500 in the 1990s 
to nearly 1000 now. During his testimony before the 
Joint Ways and Means Committee, Executive Director 
Leo Sarkissian said: “if funding is not approved, a high 
percentage of the graduating students will end up in a less 
desirable situation, either at home or in the MassHealth 
day habilitation program where employment will not 
be an option…” This program is a high priority for The 
Arc Massachusetts. Additionally, the chapter is seeking 
supplemental funding for adult foster/family care cut relief, 
day and employment services, services for adults with 
autism, Operation House Call, and dental health services.

The Arc Pennsylvania lauds Governor Tom Wolf’s 
newly proposed budget as the best in a decade. Major 
improvements include increased funding for the 
community living and person/family directed support 

waivers, a nearly 15% increase in funding for home 
and community based services, funding to support a 
DSP wage increase, funding to transition 40 individuals 
out of state institutions and into the community, 
increased funding for special education, including 
early intervention, and decreased funding for state-run 
institutions. In response to the budget, the chapter’s 
Executive Director Maureen Cronin said: “Advocacy is 
frustrating work because we don’t always (well, almost 
never) see the impact right away, but times like this 
remind us that showing up makes a difference.”

The Arc Wisconsin, in collaboration with People First 
Wisconsin, released a summary of Governor Scott 
Walker’s budget geared toward self-advocates. The 
budget classifies funding in priority areas as “good” or 
“needs work,” provides brief descriptions and talking 
points, and includes a flowchart of the budget process.

The Arc Arizona advocated against the passage of SB 
1406, which narrows the scope of and limits remedies 
under the Arizonans with Disabilities Act by exempting 
websites from accessibility requirements and requiring that 
a person alleging a violation provide 30-days’ notice and 
an opportunity to cure before filing a lawsuit. No other 
minority group is required to provide notice to a business 
before suing for a violation of their civil rights. The bill 
was introduced in response to one attorney who has filed 
thousands of law suits for parking lot violations. These 
have all been dismissed and the court is now considering 
penalties against the attorney. Despite the chapter’s 
advocacy efforts, Governor Doug Ducey recently signed SB 
1406 into law.

The Arc Colorado 

 f Successfully advocated for the defeat of HB 17-1013, 
which would have prohibited any state action that 
burdens a person’s exercise of religion unless it was 
the least restrictive means of furthering a compelling 
governmental interest. The bill stated that “exercise of 
religion” did not include “the ability to act or refuse to 

act based on race or ethnicity,” but did not include a 
similar exception for discrimination based on disability 
or any other protected status.

 f Supported HB 17-1046, which eliminates derogatory 
terms such as “mental retardation” and “mental 
deficiency” from state law and replaces them with 
“persons with an intellectual and developmental 
disability” and “persons with a mental illness.” This 
bill was recently signed into law by Governor John 
Hickenlooper;

As a result of the advocacy of The Arc Georgia, the Georgia 
House of Representatives and Senate both unanimously 
passed HB 343, which replaces all references to “mental 
retardation” in the state criminal code with “intellectual 
disability.” Representative Scott Hilton stated in his 
floor speech: “While it pains me to even use the word 
retardation, I’m ecstatic to think that this may be the last 
time that that word is used in…the General Assembly.” 
Deliberations on the bill can be found at this link in the 
second video starting at 1:48:00. Governor Nathan Deal 
recently signed the bill into law.

CIVIL RIGHTS
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The Arc Indiana successfully advocated for passage of  
SR 44, which urges the legislative council committee to 
study the issue of supported decision-making. 

The Arc Maryland

 f As a result of the chapter’s advocacy, SB 354, the 
“End-of-Life Option Act,” which would have legalized 
physician-assisted suicide, was withdrawn from 
consideration by its lead sponsor. Additionally, the 
Washington Post reported that HB 370, the companion 
bill in the House of Delegates, will not move forward 
this year. This marks the third consecutive year in 
which the bill failed to make it out of committee.

 f The chapter has also been advocating for passage of 
the Home Act of 2017 (HB 172/SB 728). This bill bans 
discrimination in residential sales and rentals based on 
source of income. Many people with I/DD face housing 
discrimination due to their use of Section 8 Housing 
Choice Vouchers and other public benefits. HB 172 
has passed the Maryland House of Delegates and is 
now pending before the Senate Judicial Proceedings 
Committee.

 f The chapter and other organizations in the 
Developmental Disability Coalition recently hosted 
Developmental Disabilities Day at the State Capitol. 
There was a record turnout with 725 advocates in 
attendance. Governor Larry Hogan attended the event 
to discuss his budget and his experience with a man 

with Down Syndrome who supported him while they 
were both receiving cancer treatment. 

The Arc Massachusetts is advocating for the passage 
of Nicky’s Law (S 64/H 80), which will create a registry 
of individuals against whom there is a substantiated 
finding of abuse or neglect of a person with I/DD by the 
Massachusetts Disabled Persons Protection Commission 
and requires provider agencies to check the registry before 
hiring a new employee.

The Arc Tennessee advocated for passage of SB264, 
the Supported Decision-Making Agreement Act. This bill 
would have made supported decision-making a legally 
recognized option for adults with disabilities. Under a 
supported decision-making agreement, an individual with 
a disability maintains all legal decision-making rights and 
receives help in making decisions from a trusted person. It 
is an extension of the “least restrictive alternative” principle 
that guided the movement from segregation to inclusion 
in education, housing, and workplaces. More information 
can be found in The Arc of Tennessee’s action alert. The Bill 
was deferred to Summer Study.

The Arc Colorado supported SB 17-024, which clarifies that 
the hearsay exception for persons with I/DD applies when 
an individual is being charged under increased penalties for 
crimes against certain persons with disabilities. This bill was 
recently signed into law by Governor John Hickenlooper.

DIRECT SUPPORT PROFESSIONALS

As a result of advocacy by The Arc Arizona, the Arizona 
House budget includes funding to cover the costs of 
increasing the minimum wage for DSPs to comply with 
state-wide Proposition 206, which increases the state-wide 
minimum wage to $12/hour, and Flagstaff’s Proposition 
414, which increases the city’s minimum wage to $15/hour. 
The Arc Arizona is mobilizing its advocates to ensure this 
language remains in the budget and is signed into law.

The Arc Indiana’s advocacy secured passage of HB 1001, 
the biennial budget bill, which includes an amendment to 
increase Medicaid waiver rates by 5% to fund DSP wage 

increases. Governor Eric Holcomb recently signed the bill 
into law.  

The Arc Minnesota, as part of the Best Life Alliance, 
organized a rally at the state capitol in support of higher 
wages for DSPs. Attendees included more than 1,000 DSPs, 
family members, self-advocates, and other advocates. The 
Alliance held more than 160 meetings with legislators. That 
afternoon, the Minnesota House Health and Human Services 
Finance Committee held a hearing on HF 873, the bill to 
increase DSP wages, and approved it for consideration in the 
Omnibus Health and Human Services Bill. 
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EDUCATION

Cuomo raised his right hand and said: “this hand will not 
sign a budget unless there is $55 million in it [for DSP 
wage increases]!” Both Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie 
and Senate Majority Leader John Flanagan voiced their 
support for the proposal. This is a major victory for 
NYSARC and the #bFair2DirectCare movement that has 
long been advocating for a $45 million funding increase. 
The chapter’s many advocacy efforts in this area included a 
press conference at the State Capitol, a billboard in Times 
Square, a sit-in outside Governor Andrew Cuomo’s office, 
and a radio interview with NYSARC’s President, Laura 
Kennedy, on the Capitol Pressroom. During her interview, 
Kennedy stated: “Unless we get the funding to even just 
stabilize the staff right now, we’re going to have some very 
very ugly situations.” Learn more about the campaign on 
NYSARC’s website. Follow the coalition on Facebook and 
Twitter.

The Arc Tennessee continues to advocate for an increase 
in DSP wages from $8.73 to $9.73 per hour. It has been 
nearly ten years since the waiver rates were overhauled 
and they no longer reflect the cost of living or providing 
services in the state. As a result of the chapter’s persistent 
advocacy efforts, Governor Bill Haslam recently announced 
a 4.8% increase in his proposed budget for DSP wages, 
which would fund approximately 40% of the targeted 
increase. The Arc Tennessee welcomes this increase and 
will continue to advocate for more funding during the 
legislative session. 

The Arc California is advocating for passage of AB 45, 
which provides loans to school districts to construct 
affordable rental housing for teachers and other school 
employees. Special education funding was cut significantly 
during the recession. While funding has been restored, 
many laid-off special education teachers have retired 
or moved on to other jobs. This bill was introduced to 
alleviate the resulting teacher shortage.

The Arc Colorado 

 f Supported HB 17-1038, which would have prohibited 

corporal punishment in public schools, licensed child 
care centers, family child care homes, and specialized 
youth group facilities, but was defeated in the Senate 
Judiciary Committee after passing in the House.

 f Supported HB 17-1001, which would have extended 
a 2009 law allowing family leave to attend a child’s 
academic activities, but was defeated in the Senate 
State, Veterans, and Military Affairs Committee after 
passing in the House.

The Arc Maryland has provided testimony on several 
education bills recently signed into law by Governor Larry 

The Arc New Jersey continues its robust advocacy for a 
DSP wage increase:

 f Executive Director Tom Baffuto and President Bob 
Hage testified before the New Jersey Assembly Budget 
Committee in favor of a $1.25 per hour increase in 
DSP wages. Their testimony highlighted the problems 
low wages cause in terms of recruitment and 
retention that are leading to gaps in the availability 
of services. Baffuto also testified before the Senate 
Budget Committee, explaining that low wages create 
a barrier to recruitment and retention and that: “[a]
lthough the proposed budget recognizes the need for 
increased service dollars, those dollars do not help the 
system if we don’t have the necessary staff to deliver 
the services.” Advocates from the chapter have also 
been holding meetings with members of the Assembly 
Budget Committee.

 f The Arc New Jersey’s Self-Advocacy Project hosted 
an event celebrating Developmental Disabilities 
Awareness Month at the State House in March. 
Department of Human Services Commissioner Beth 
Connolly and more than 35 legislators attended the 
event. Self-advocates met with these officials to discuss 
issues important to them such as DSP wages. Pictures 
from the event can be found on The Arc New Jersey’s 
Facebook page.

The Arc NY, as part of the bFair2DirectCare coalition, 
recently secured a major victory in its fight to increase 
DSP wages throughout the state. Governor Andrew 
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Hogan, including: 

 f HB 197/SB 485, Peyton’s Bill, which provides grants 
to public schools for technology that allows students 
who couldn’t otherwise attend school to attend 
remotely. 

 f SB 872/HB 971, The James W. Hubbard Inclusive 
Higher Education Grant Program, which would create 
competitive grants for universities to develop inclusive 
higher education programs for students with I/DD. 

 f HB1066/SB 201, which aligns school fire drill 
procedures with the Maryland Fire Prevention Code. 
The chapter worked to ensure the process included 
procedures for disability accommodations.

 f HB 1061, which creates a task force to study and make 
recommendations on how to properly accommodate 
students with disabilities during emergencies and 
evacuations.

The chapter also provided testimony in support of the 
following bills which are making their way through 
committees:

 f HB 174/SB 710, which gives parents the right to give or 

withhold consent on certain IEP decisions and requires 
the schools to file for due process if they disagree. 

 f HB 696/SB 849, which prohibits discrimination in 
private schools accepting public funds based on 
disability or other protected statuses.

 f HB 1222, the Maryland School Discipline Reform Act, 
which requires reporting of student discipline data 
disaggregated by disability and other statuses and 
requires standardized training practices on student 
discipline for public school security personnel.

 f HB 1287, which creates a commission to explore 
ways to end the school-to-prison pipeline that is 
disproportionately leading students with disabilities 
into prison or juvenile detention centers.

The Arc New Jersey successfully advocated for passage of 
A2786/S1474, recently signed into law by Governor Chris 
Christie, which requires six credits of special education 
to receive a teaching certificate and an unspecified 
number of credits of training on students with autism and 
comprehensive evidence-based instructional practices to 
address their educational strengths and needs in order 
receive a special education endorsement. 

EMPLOYMENT

The Arc Indiana successfully advocated for passage of  
SB 390, the Employment First bill, which makes competitive 
integrated employment the priority in Indiana’s disability 
service programs. The bill was recently signed into law by 
Governor Eric Holcomb. Betty Williams, The Arc Indiana’s 
Consumer Education and Training Coordinator, spoke at 
the signing ceremony, noting: “I want you to think about 
how having a job makes you feel…Having a job means you 
have a reason to get up in the morning.”

The Arc Texas is advocating for passage of HB 2409, 
which phases out the use of sub-minimum wage in the 
Purchasing from People with Disabilities Program. Only 
8 of the 116 organizations participating in the program 

currently pay sub-minimum wage. The bill would give 
them three years to phase it out with support from the 
Texas Workforce Commission.

As a result of The Arc Wisconsin’s advocacy efforts, The 
Madison Common Council approved an ordinance change 
ending the use of subminimum wage for city employees 
with disabilities. In a press release from The Arc Wisconsin, 
Wisconsin Board of People with Developmental Disabilities, 
and the Madison Mayor’s Office, Executive Director Lisa 
Pugh stated: “This step in recognizing the civil rights 
of people with disabilities to equal pay sends a strong 
message. The Arc Wisconsin thanks Madison for once 
again leading the way.”
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The Arc Indiana is advocating for passage of SB 15, 
which establishes a registry for physicians, nurses, 
individuals, and caregivers for the use of cannabidiol 
to treat intractable epilepsy, and a pilot registry for 
physicians who want to study the use of cannabidiol 
to treat intractable epilepsy. This bill has passed both 
houses. 

The Arc Massachusetts is advocating for passage of 
S.1169, which allows for licensed mid-level dental 
professionals (known as dental therapists) to practice 
under the general supervision of a dentist or in a mobile 
or portable dental prevention program. Only 40% of 
dentists in Massachusetts accept Medicaid. The purpose 
of the bill is to address this shortage of dental services 
for underserved populations, including those with I/
DD. The bill requires that the curriculum for dental 
therapists includes training on working with patients 
with I/DD. In an article about the bill, Maura Sullivan, 
the chapter’s Director of Government Affairs, noted that 
she struggled for years to find preventative dental care 
for her two sons, both with autism, in part because 
many dentists in her area would not accept Medicaid 
disability benefits: “I can’t tell you how many times I 
had to take my kids to an emergency room because of 
an abscessed tooth.”

The Arc Maryland 

 f Testified in favor of SB 1013/HB 1214, which allows 
the licensure of dental therapists. SB 1013 has 
passed the Maryland Senate and has had a hearing 
in the Maryland House of Delegates.

 f Testified in favor of HB 1/SB 230 the Maryland 
Healthy Families Act, which requires employers of 
more than 15 employees to provide paid sick leave. 
HB 1 passed both houses and has been sent to 
Governor Larry Hogan for his signature.

The Arc Minnesota

 f At a press conference at the Minnesota state capitol, 
Steve Larson, the chapter’s Senior Policy Director, 
delivered a powerful speech about the harmful impact 
the American Health Care Act would have on people 
with I/DD. In his speech, he noted that “a health plan 
should not be developed on the backs of people with 
disabilities” and highlighted the harm Medicaid cuts 
could have on the chapter’s efforts at the state level to 
reduce parental fees for medical assistance programs 
for children with disabilities and increase DSP wages.

 f The chapter recently testified in support of SF 807 and 
HF 1182. These bills reduce the income-based parental 
fees for participation in TEFRA (a medical assistance 
program for children with disabilities) by 50%. Parents 
testifying at the hearing discussed how the fees were 
depleting their savings, driving them into debt, and 
in some cases forcing them out of the program. Steve 
Larson, Senior Policy Director for The Arc Minnesota, 
stated in his testimony: “It’s unconscionable that 
children in our state are not receiving the health 
care and therapies that they need because of these 
parental fees.” The Star Tribune covered the hearing. In 
addition, along with other disability advocacy groups, 
the chapter hosted “Disability Matters Day” at the 
State Capitol. Approximately 350 advocates attended, 
including representatives from seven local chapters. 
Advocates attended a rally and met with legislators. 
While a number of issues were discussed, the focus 
was on the dramatic increase in parental fees. Kelly 
Kausel, an advocate with The Arc Greater Twin Cities, 
gave a powerful speech at the rally about the impact of 
parental fees on her family.

The Arc New Jersey advocated for passage of A3411/S1830, 
which requires the New Jersey Department of Health to 
align its regulations on lead exposure with those of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. A1830 passed 
both houses and was signed by Governor Chris Christie.

HEALTH
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The Arc Connecticut recently testified before the state 
legislature regarding revelations of excessive overtime 
costs at Southbury Training School, an institution for 
people with I/DD, encouraging the state to move away 
from this institutional model of care and to use the savings 
to provide more services to people with I/DD in the 
community. The Southbury Training School paid $12.3 
million in overtime to its 615 staff members in the last fiscal 
year. One direct care worker with a base salary of $60,225 
received total compensation of $237,886 once overtime 
was taken into account. The average cost per resident on 
the Southbury campus was $360,000, more than twice 
the cost per resident receiving services in the community, 
according to an analysis from the state of Connecticut. 
Learn more about the issue here.

The Arc New Jersey participated in a roundtable with U.S. 
Senator Bob Menendez held in honor of Autism Awareness 
Month. The chapter used the opportunity to discuss 
proposed changes to Medicaid and called on Senator 
Menendez to fight back against block grants or per capita 
caps. The chapter’s advocacy efforts also recently secured 
passage of A3432/S1825, which creates a task force 
to study and make recommendations on mobility and 
support service needs of adults with autism. S1825 was 
recently signed into law by Governor Chris Christie.

The Arc Pennsylvania commends the decision by the 
Pennsylvania Department of Human Services to close 
the Hamburg State Center and transition its residents to 
community-based living. This outcome is a result of The 
Arc Pennsylvania’s advocacy efforts in this area, which 
have been ongoing since the chapter was successful in 
the 1970s in bringing about the closure of the Pennhurst 
institution. 

The Arc Washington State has produced a short video 
detailing the impact cuts to Medicaid that the American 
Health Care Act would have on state programs. The 

chapter explains that Medicaid funds employment services, 
community services, and supported living. The video 
includes testimonials from people with I/DD and their 
families about the importance of Medicaid in their lives.

The Arc Wisconsin has been engaged in robust advocacy 
opposing the American Health Care Act and has published 
a number of documents to help mobilize advocates to 
protect Medicaid. First, as part of the Survival Coalition, the 
chapter compiled a collection of stories demonstrating the 
importance of Medicaid to the 1st Congressional District, 
which House Speaker Paul Ryan represents. Additionally, 
the chapter collaborated with the Wisconsin Board for 
People with Developmental Disabilities and People First 
Wisconsin to create a guide for self-advocates explaining 
proposed Medicaid changes. Lisa Pugh, Executive 
Director of The Arc Wisconsin, appeared on WisconsinEye 
Newsmakers, a state-wide television program, to discuss 
the threats to Medicaid in the American Health Care 
Act. She explained the overlooked role Medicaid plays 
in the lives of people with disabilities by providing the 
opportunity to live outside of institutions. Additionally, 
she explained that per capita caps in the federal legislation 
inevitably mean a reduction in federal funding that shifts 
costs to states. She noted: “this is a decision being made 
in Washington, but it’s going to come right here to the 
Capitol Dome.”

In its advocacy work to help defeat the American Health 
Care Act, The Arc Tennessee released a video discussing 
the importance of “lifeline” programs such as Medicaid in 
the lives of people with disabilities. Families in the video 
discuss the negative impact the proposal to cut and cap 
Medicaid might have on them, such as being unable to 
work or become institutionalized due to lack of supports in 
the community. Carrie Hobbs Guiden, The Arc Tennessee’s 
Executive Director, noted the importance of contacting 
members of Congress to ensure these voices are heard.

 MEDICAID
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The Arc Maryland testified in favor of SB 180/HB 644, 
the Independent Living Tax Credit Act, which provides a 
tax credit for improving home accessibility. SB 180 was 
recently signed by Governor Larry Hogan.

The Arc New Jersey advocated for passage of A3267/

S2519, which allows taxpayers to donate to an “Autism 
Programs Fund” in their tax returns. This fund will be 
used exclusively for the support of service-oriented autism 
programs. A3267 was recently signed into law by  
Governor Chris Christie.

TAX PROVISION
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